Disease progression in myelodysplastic syndromes: do mesenchymal cells pave the way?
Early events driving the initiation and evolution of neoplasms remain poorly defined but involvement of an instructive or permissive niche has been implicated. In this issue of Cell Stem Cell, Medyouf et al. (2014) provide insights into the role of the niche in myelodysplastic syndromes, the principle preleukemic disorder of the hematopoietic system.